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education, and has, in addition, some special problems
of its own. At present the greater part of the
vocational training is confined to the Long-stay,
Preventive and Maternity Homes. Amongst a total
of one hundred and forty-five Homes an attempt is
made to teach domestic service in fifty-three, needle-
work in thirty, laundry in twenty-seven, and various
other occupations in thirteen. These subsidiary
occupations include millinery, dressmaking (by London
County Council teachers), knitting, raffia work,
basket-making, nursemaid's duties, rug-making, chair-
caning and gardening. It will be seen that some of
the latter subjects are by no means practical for
after-use, merely serving as useful methods of keeping
the girls occupied and bringing in a certain small
revenue to the Home.

Moreover, in many of the Homes included in the
above figures as teaching useful subjects, such as
laundry or domestic service, the instruction is often
merely incidental to the industry or work carried on in
the Home; the girls only pick up a certain amount of
knowledge from the repetition of duties which happen
to fall to their lot.

One Long-stay Home provides no vocational training
at all; there are eight others which make no training
provision beyond that for domestic service, and this
is rather of the incidental nature already referred to
and, therefore, in view of the great difference between
the conditions obtaining in such Homes and in private
houses where the girls hope to find employment,
almost valueless.

There would appear, then, on the whole, to be some
neglect of the opportunities presented, in spite of all
difficulties, for providing the girls and women who
remain at the Homes for long periods with some
useful vocational training. This is a most serious
omission, since the whole purpose of the Home is likely
to be defeated if a girl, on leaving, is not fully